Dr. Richard Earl Carroll
October 6, 1933 - May 6, 2019

Dr. Richard Earl Carroll, 85, of Marianna, Florida, died Monday, May 6, 2019 at Gulf Coast
Regional Medical Center, in Panama City, Florida.
Dr. Carroll was born in his grandparents' home on the family farm on the outskirts of
Marianna, on October 6, 1933.
He attended Magnolia School through ninth grade and then Marianna High School where
he graduated as valedictorian of his class. He then attended Florida State University
where he completed his graduate, master's, and doctorate degrees.
He was drafted and served in the army from 1957 to 1959 and was stationed in Korea for
the majority of that time. While in the army, he taught English for the University of
Maryland. Just before being drafted, he began his career at Chipola Junior College. While
at Chipola he was an English professor; Chairman of the Division of Communication,
Language, and Fine Arts; and Academic Dean. After retiring from Chipola he taught
classes at the Baptist College of Florida. In total, he taught for 53 years.
He had many hobbies and was always busy. When he wasn't teaching, he loved to farm.
He was the third generation to work the family farm and also raised cattle and sheep. He
was a volunteer president for the State Sheep Wool Association for 10 years. He also
enjoyed wood working and carpentry of all kinds. He always had multiple projects going
on. If you found him sitting still he was spending time with family or reading. He loved to
travel and camp which he did just several months earlier with his family.
He went on many mission trips throughout the years, combining his love for God and
spreading the gospel with his love to travel the world. He has been a life-long active
member of Cypress Baptist Church where he served as Royal Ambassador Leader,
Sunday School Teacher, and Deacon. He was also an active member of the Gideons
International for over 52 years. He was also one of the founding board members who
helped establish Dayspring Christian Academy in 1993, and served on the board for over

10 years.
Dr. Carroll was preceded in death by his parents, R.E. and Marie Carroll; brother, John
Henry Carroll; son, John Carroll; son, Philip Carroll; grandson, Jakin Chandler Caraway;
and great grandson, Gabriel Ashworth.
He is survived by his wife of 57 years, Jacqueline Hasty Carroll; son, Mark Carroll (Wen)
of Dothan, Alabama; daughter, Lydia Kneiss (Chris) of Chipley, Florida; and daughter,
Ouida-Marie Caraway (Brent) of Marianna, Florida; brothers, Burl Carroll of Marianna,
Florida and Donald Carroll of DeFuniak Springs, Florida.
He is also survived by 14 grandchildren and a grandson on the way:
Hannah Carroll Ashworth (Aaron), Brenna Kneiss, Rebekah Carroll Owen (Dane), Caleb
Carroll, Jesse Kneiss, Joshua Carroll, Marshall Kneiss, Emma Caraway, Lila Caraway,
Kaylee Kneiss, Adly Caraway, Aaron Kneiss, Amos Kneiss, and Brailee Kneiss.
He is also survived by four great grandchildren, Austen Ashworth, Caroline Ashworth,
Judah Ashworth, and Augustine Owen.
Funeral services will be 3:00 p.m., Wednesday, May 15, 2019 at Cypress Baptist Church.
Interment will follow in the Cypress Cemetery with James & Sikes Funeral Home Maddox
Chapel directing.
The family will receive friends one hour prior to the service at the church.
The family requests in lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Gideons
International for Bibles or Cypress Baptist Church.

Comments

“

I came to know Mr Earl and Mrs Jackie through their precious daughter, (and my best
friend), Lydia. They always made me feel welcome in their beautiful home by the mill
pond. Both have served our Lord faithfully throughout their lives. His legacy
continues through his children and grandchildren! May his family feel the arms of
Jesus wrapped around them as they go through this difficult time. With love and
prayers, Melissa and family

Candle of Peace - June 06, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

My sincerest condolences to Dr. Carroll's family. I was a student assistant in the
English Department at Chipola Junior College, 1973-1975. Dr. Carroll was one of the
nicest professors ever in that Department. May God's grace and mercy provide the
strength and comfort his family will need during this most difficult time. Earth has no
sorrow that Heaven cannot heal. Westanna Harvey Bobbitt Colonel, USAF, (Ret)
West Melbourne, FL

Candle of Love - June 01, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

My first acquaintance with Earl was at the old Magnolia School back in the late
1940s. We attended seventh grade there together. Then, a few years later in 1953,
we graduated from Chipola Junior College together at the old Campus. After one
year together at FSU, our "ways " parted, and it was many years before we again
made contact. Earl was one of the finest people and finest friends I ever knew. Since
I don't live in Jackson County any more and had not heard of his passing, I was
shocked to learn of it here. My prayers and deepest sympathies are with his family.
Our world has lost a great man, and God has gained a great Angel.

May 20, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

May 15, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Dr. Carroll was a great Christain leader at Chipola College and it was a pleasure to
have his scholarly leadership.

May 11, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Mrs. Carroll so sorry to hear. You have been on my heart the last couple weeks.
Praying for you and your sweet family. Love you.

May 10, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

One of his many students, I was in a Speech class in the mid to late 70s. I admired
and appreciated him for helping me start college ten years after I finished high
school.
Please accept my sincerest sympathy.
Wilma Capps Baxter Black

Books & Literature - May 09, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

I was a student in the late 60's in English class. Years later I saw him and he
remembered me. I always thought he was a very good and decent man. My prayers
are with the family for God to grant you comfort in your time of grief Elvin Barfoot

May 09, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Jackie and family. So sorry for your loss. You are in my prayers. God Bless you.

May 08, 2019 at 12:00 AM

“

Our prayers and thoughts are with the family. God grant him peace.
George and Judy Hagler, Madera, CA

May 08, 2019 at 12:00 AM

